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2015-2016 
 

ANNUAL REPORT 
 

ROYAL AERONAUTICAL SOCIETY HAMBURG BRANCH e.V. 
 
 
In its eleventh year of existence, the activities of the Branch continued to attract more aviation 
enthusiasts to the activities of the Hamburg Branch and to ensure future growth. 
 
 

Lectures 
 
At Hamburg, there is a close cooperation between the DGLR, VDI and the RAeS to organise lectures 
and to mutually publicise events. The lectures listed below were organised and facilitated by the RAeS 
Hamburg Branch. Together with the DGLR and VDI we normally put on around 20 lectures and events 
per year. 
Most lectures were held in the lecture theatre of the “Hochschule für angewandte Wissenschaften” 
(University of Applied Sciences) which is at no cost to us. On the few occasions where this was not 
possible we use the facilities of the Gästehaus der Universtität (University Guest House) which costs 
around 200 Euros per event. However this was not necessary in this season. 
With 8 lectures this season we put on normal number but our colleagues at the DGLR and VDI were 
again down on their normal number. However the high quality was maintained. 
The previous season had ended with our named lecture on 15 July 2015 when we staged the 2nd 
Annual Gerhard Sedlmayr Lecture given by Andrew Warner, Chief Test Pilot, Airbus Helicopters. He 
spoke to us about “Safety Priorities in Helicopter Flight Test & Operation”. The lecture was held 
in the Airbus Conference Centre and Andrew gave an excellent lecture which kept his audience 
enthralled throughout. He included many anecdotes and practical cases to illustrate the talk and there 
were many questions from the audience of around 100. 
We would also like to thank Airbus for their support and providing drinks and snacks both before and 
after the lecture. 
 
 
The first lecture of the annual year 2015-2016 organised by the Branch took place on 19 November 
2015. This was "Aircraft Conservation - the Dornier Do17" by Darren Priday, Manager, 
Conservation Centre RAF Museum Cosford. He gave an excellent and interesting talk on recovering 
a Dornier Do17 from the Goodwin Sands and its on-going restoration to an audience of about 40. The 
challenges of this project were huge and many times it was on the point of failure mostly due to the 
vagaries of the weather but the huge enthusiasm and dedication of the people involved finally 
overcame the difficulties 
 
The second lecture was held on the 03 December 2015 and was presented by Prof. Michael 
Bagshaw, Visiting Professor of Aviation Medicine, Kings College London on "The Cabin 
Environment and Crew Performance". This is of course a controversial subject but the message of 
Michael is that the Aerotoxic Syndrome is not caused by toxic elements in the air but by 
hyperventilation.  
After the lecture there was much discussion amongst the 60 people present 
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The third lecture on 28 January 2015 was by Sandra Bour-Schaeffer, NEO Project Flight Test 
Engineer, Airbus and entitled “A320neo Flight Testing”. Of course this was a very popular lecture 
for Hamburg and Sandra gave us an excellent and understandable overview of the flight testing 
process of a derivative aircraft. She showed that many systems were impacted by the relatively small 
changes incorporated and therefore had to be tested all leading to an extensive flight test programme. 
A large audience of 150 attended and an interesting and long discussion developed. 
 
The fourth lecture on 03 March 2016 was given by Prof. Dr.-Ing. Lorenz Tichy 
Direktor, Institut für Aeroelastik, DLR Göttingen who spoke to us about "Neue Technologien im 
Flugzeugbau - Herausforderungen für die Aeroelastik”. Herr Tichy gave us a good overview of 
this highly complex subject both from the practical and theoretical side. We had an audience of about 
60 people who posed many questions. 
 
The fifth lecture was held on 07 April 2016 and given by Peter Rostek, Airbus Operations GmbH, 
Hamburg. His lecture, given in German, was entitled "Hybrid Elektrische Antriebe – 
Paradigmenwechsel für den Flugzeugentwurf?” Peter gave us a very interesting lecture showing 
future possibilities for electric propulsion. However the message was that for large aircraft this was 
very much in the far future but for small aircraft there were interesting nearer-term possibilities. An 
audience of 90 attended and there were several questions afterwards but several people stayed on 
after the lecture to have more personal discussions with Peter. 
 
The sixth lecture of the season was held on 14 April 2016 and entitles “The Birth of the Tornado”. 
It was given by Group Captain Jock Heron, RAF (rtd). The lecture itself was very good and Jock 
Heron gave an excellent overview of the circumstances leading up to the start of the MRCA/Tornado 
programme. Of course he concentrated on the customer/operator viewpoint rather than the technical 
side but it was fascinating to see the complex picture with different national projects and requirements 
which finally lead to the aircraft as it is today. Much of this was new to me or had been forgotten.  
Jock Heron is a great guy with much flying experience and he had an interesting exchange of stories 
with Rainer Stadelmann, our Starfighter pilot. 
We had an attendance of about 80 people. 
 
The seventh lecture was given on 09 June 2016 by Heinz Frick, Chief Test Pilot (rtd) who gave us a 
talk on being “A Lucky Aviator – Test Flying for the RAF, Rolls-Royce and BAe” about his life 
flight testing many aircraft. Heinz gave us a light-hearted about his flying career and the many and 
various aircraft which he had tested. He interspersed his talk with stories about incidents and near 
accidents he had been involved in and emphasised that he was “a lucky aviator” The disappointingly 
small audience at about 30 much enjoyed the talk and asked many questions afterwards. 
 
 
The eighth and final lecture was our Third Gerhard Sedlmayr lecture this year also celebrating the 
150th anniversary of the RAeS. The lecture was given by Capt. David Owens, Senior Director, Flight 
Crew Training Policy, Airbus who spoke to us about “Training for Resilience”. The lecture was 
followed by a panel discussion on the topics raised in David’s lecture. 
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Other Events 
 
Annual Christmas Dinner 
As every year, the Branch also held a Christmas Dinner on the evening of Tuesday 24 November 
2015 at the Anglo-German Club. Our Guest of Honour this year was Capt. David Owens, Senior 
Director, Flight Crew Training Policy, Airbus.  
He gave us a fascinating and informative talk on “Training for Resilience”. This could in fact be counted 
as our sixth lecture of the season and was much enjoyed and excellently presented.  
A most enjoyable evening was had with usual excellent food provided by the Anglo-German Club and 
we were so impressed with David’s lecture that we decided to invite him back to give us a fuller version 
of it at the next Named Lecture. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Visit to Dresden 
17 people participated in a visit on Friday 6 November 2015 to Dresden. Participants travelled on 
Thursday staying the night at the Ibis Hotel to meet on Friday morning at 9:30 at the airport prior to 
visiting EFW Elbe Flugwerke. There we were given a comprehensive introduction the plant and its 
history. After this we were then shown around the maintenance and modification facilities which are 
mainly aimed at P2F conversions. In addition we saw some of the historical aircraft located outside. 
After a quick lunch we walked to the airport to be shown the fuselage display of the (Baade) 152 
located there. 
We then took the S-Bahn back to the city to visit the Verkehrsmuseum  for a guided tour by Götz Ulrich 
Penzel who is responsible for the aeronautical and marine collections. We were given an excellent 
tour of this “Klein aber fein” exhibition with many exhibits relating to the products of the DDR including 
the 152. We were all very impressed by the quality of the collection made that much more interesting 
by Herr Penzel’s explanations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Owens being thanked by our Chairman 
Richard Smyth at the Christmas Dinner 

 
The assembled guests at the Christmas Dinner 

 

The group in front of an IL-4P built 
in Dresden and operated by 
Deutsche Lufthansa/Interflug 
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Branches Committee Conference 
There was no representation of the Branch at the conference this year which was held at Hamilton 
Place. 

 
Membership 
During the ninth year of its existence membership is currently 72 including 28 who are members of 
the Main Society.  
 
The members of the Executive Committee were: 
 
Chairman:  Richard Smyth 
Secretary:  Alexander Moerchel  
Treasurer:  Laura Huesmann 
 
The Financial Auditors were: 
 
1st Auditor:  Markus Pahler  
2nd Auditor:  Roland Fuhrmann 
 
The members of the Non-Executive Committee were 
 
Membership Secretary:  Jörg Fuchte  
Programme Secretary:   Richard Sanderson 
Promotion and publicity:  Marion Gretenkord  
 Susanne Altstaedt 
 Jo Wenzel 
 André Herbst 
 
There were 8 Meetings of the Committee between 14.06.2015 until 17.06.2016. 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
The Branch had an excellent tenth year of its existence with eight lectures, our Christmas Dinner and 
a visit to Dresden and lots of interesting discussions related to aerospace. This was made possible 
thanks to the dedication and most appreciated contribution by its ordinary and Committee members, 
its company sponsors as well as through the support provided by the Society’s headquarters.  
 
Together with our colleagues from the DGLR and VDI whose lectures and events are primarily in 
German we are offering a top-class programme for the aviation community in Hamburg. 
 
It is particularly rewarding and encouraging to see that our lectures are attended by many young 
aviation enthusiasts and students of the University. Our committee has now also been refreshed with 
some younger blood! 
 
The Chairman wishes to thank everyone who has contributed to this success but in particular 
expresses his sincere appreciation for the enormous contributions made by the Branch’s Programme 
Secretary, Richard Sanderson. Without his continued support, the Branch would not have been so 
successful. 
 
Special thanks should also go to Heiko Froehlich, who has continued to develop a very professional 
web site for the Branch. 
 
We would also like to welcome Dr Martin Spiek as new Bezirksleiter DGLR and look forward to a 
fruitful cooperation with him. 
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Finally the Branch wishes to thank the “Hochschule für angewandte Wissenschaften“ (Hamburg 
University of Applied Sciences) and Prof. Dieter Scholz for continuing to allow us to use their excellent 
lecture facilities. This most appreciated support is at no charge to us, which enables us to use the 
money saved to finance other activities. 
 
 
Hamburg, 21st June 2016 

 
 
Richard Smyth 
Chairman 
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APPENDIX 
HAMBURG BRANCH, EVENT & LECTURE PROGRAMME 

A) 2015/16 SEASON 
B) PREVIEW 2016/17 SEASON 

 
 
 
 
** Cooperation with DGLR, VDI & HAW 

 

  

DATE TOPIC LECTURER COMMENTS 

19.11.2015** 
Aircraft Conservation - the Dornier 
Do17 

Darren Priday, RAF Museum 

Cosford 

Attendance: 40 in HAW. 
Interesting talk on 
historic aircraft 
preservation 

06.11.2015 
Visit to Dresden – EFW and 
Verkehrsmuseum 

 

Attendance: 17. Both 
visits were much 
enjoyed despite travel 
problems due to rail 
strike 

03.12.2015** 
The Cabin Environment and Crew 
Performance 

Prof. Michael Bagshaw, 

Visiting Professor of Aviation 
Medicine, Kings College London 

Attendance: 60 in HAW 
Interesting talk on 
controversial subject. He 
put forward a realistic 
view  

24.11.2015 
Annual Christmas Dinner and Lecture 
" Training for Resilience" 

Capt. David Owens, Senior 

Director, Flight Crew Training 
Policy, Airbus 

Attendance: 35 in AGC. 
Always popular and 
much appreciated event. 
Excellent lecture!!. 

28.01.2016** A320neo Flight Testing 
Sandra Bour-Schaeffer, NEO 

Project Flight Test Engineer, 
Airbus 

Attendance: 150 in 
HAW. Popular subject in 
Hamburg. An excellent 
and much appreciated 
lecture 

03.03.2016** 
Neue Technologien im Flugzeugbau - 
Herausforderungen für die 
Aeroelastik 

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Lorenz Tichy 

Direktor, Institut für Aeroelastik, 
DLR Göttingen 

Attendance:  

07.04.2016** 
Hybrid Elektrische Antriebe – 
Paradigmenwechsel für den 
Flugzeugentwurf?” 

Peter Rostek, Airbus 

Operations GmbH, Hamburg 

Attendance: 90 in HAW. 
Good overview of the 
potential. Yes for small 
aircraft. Very long term 
for large aircraft. 

14.04.2016** The Birth of the Tornado 
Group Captain Jock Heron, 

RAF (rtd). 

Attendance: 80 in HAW. 
Interesting lecture on 
the background to the 
MRCA/Tornado 
beginnings 

09.06.2016** 
A Lucky Aviator – Test Flying for the 
RAF, Rolls-Royce and BAe 

Heinz Frick, Chief Test Pilot 

(rtd) 

Attendance: 30 in HAW. 
Light-hearted but 
interesting talk about 
flying and testing many 
different aircraft  

05.07.2016 
Ordinary General Assembly and Third 
Gerhard Sedlmayr Lecture - 
Training for Resilience  

Capt. David Owens, Senior 

Director, Flight Crew Training 
Policy, Airbus 

Attendance:  

Addresses: Anglo-German Club, Harvestehuder Weg 44, 20149 Hamburg 
Hochschule für angewandte Wissenschaften (HAW), Berliner Tor 5 (Neubau), Hörsaal 
01.12, 20099 Hamburg 



7 / 8 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



8 / 8 

 
 
 
PREVIEW 2016-2017 SEASON 
 

 

  


